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STUDY NOTES

Source material: 
 Science Speaks, Peter Stoner
 Case For Christ, Lee Strobel
 The Evidence That Demands a Verdict, Vol 1 & 2, Josh McDowell
 A Survey of the Old Testament, Hill & Walton
 Archeology and the Old Testament, Unger
 The Bible as History, Werner Keller
 M.A.P.S., Christian Research Institute
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The Cylinder of Cyrus, or the Cyrus Cylinder, 
discovered in Babylon (now Iraq) in March 1879 is an 
ancient clay cylinder written in the name of Cyrus 
the Great, the King of Persia, that proclaims 
freedom to the captives in Babylon in 539 BC as Ezra 
1-2 describes. The cylinder corroborates the account 
of King Cyrus allowing the Jews to return to Israel to 
rebuild Jerusalem, providing the funds to rebuild the 
walls, and even returning the vessels that 
Nebuchadnezzar had taken from Jerusalem.

Jeremiah predicted the captivity would end in 70 
years, and Isaiah prophesied about King Cyrus by 
name 150 years before Cyrus was born. According to 
historian Josephus, the prophet Daniel read the 
prophecies to Cyrus, who was moved to fulfill the 
prophecy and proclaim the decree recorded on the 
cylinder.  (See also Isaiah 44:27-45:7, Jeremiah 25:11-
12, and 2 Chronicles 36:22-23).
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Do you believe Homer who wrote the 
Iliad? How about philosophers like Plato 
or Aristotle? What about Shakespeare? 
Many of the writings from history have 
very few original copies to verify that they 
are accurate and reliable. Bible has more 
literary integrity than authors like 
Shakespeare, Plato, Homer, Cicero, 
Aristotle, Beowulf, etc.  The bible blows 
away all the books of antiquity put 
together in the number of ancient copies 
we have found! Christians can feel 
confident that the bible we read today is 
the right Bible!

“The grass withers and the flowers fall, but 
the word of our God endures forever.”

–Isaiah 40:8

Dead Sea Scrolls: In 1947 a Bedouin boy was searching for his lost goat among the 
cliffs of Qumran, near the Dead Sea. In a cave he found thousands of scrolls of 
scripture and other ancient works dating 1000 years older than previous ancient 
copies. They had been sealed and hidden around 68 AD. When scholars and skeptics 
compared the ancient scriptures to our more modern copies, they were shocked to 
find that our bible is accurate word for word, with a few variances due to changes in 
names and place spellings over time, none of them affecting the meaning of the text. 
This is a cause for rejoicing among Christians especially because it shows that the 
scriptures have not been corrupted or changed over time. We are reading from the 
same Bible that Jesus and the first century Christians read. 
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